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India expressed a hope that due precautions were taken for
attestation. The answer was that in every instance the
carcase or the head had been produced before a responsible
authority. Besides the professional huntsmen many individual
villagers having obtained shooting licences from the magistrate,
and sometimes even the firearms, took to tiger-killing, not so
much from the love of sport, as from the hope of reward. The
expense incurred by Government for rewards was considerable,
but was actually well laid out; indeed without it, the pros-
perity of some parts of the country could hardly have been
maintained.

Among our hills a herd of wild elephants was roaming; these
were the descendants of some elephants which had escaped
from the custody of the Commissariat. Deeming these animals
to be too valuable for ordinary sport, we employed a trained
establishment for their capture. They used to be surrounded
by fences gradually narrowing to a point towards which they
were driven by the beaters; when thus hemmed in they would
be secured after a stout struggle.

In provinces wherein the most highly cultivated tracts
were separated from each other by intervening mountains, and
whereof the whole area was isolated by long distances from the
seaports and other centres of trade, roads and communications
became of the utmost importance. Eich districts were divided
from each other by intervening ranges of hills, and these ranges
had to be penetrated in every direction. The trunk line
between MTagpur and Jabalpur, which crossed the dorsal ridge
of the continent, is one of the many monuments of British
engineering. In many places lesser works were made to
suffice; the object being to smooth the roughest parts of the
route so as to make them passable for wheeled traffic. The
local carts were curiously adapted for a rugged track, as their
wheels consisted of stone disks, which could not be broken by
even the most violent jolting. These carts would bear severe
inequalities in the track, and were only stopped by such irregu-
larity in the ground as might be called precipitous. Thus
by a little engineering in a desperately steep place here and